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sition and restoration of works of 
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Over in Jersey, on a slope of the Orange mountains, lives an old 
with a rather gaunt figure, careless of costume, with piercing 
m eS ’ u nder his grizzled brows. His name is George Inness, and he 
'the greatest landscape painter alive. It would be a scandal at 
this national anniversary period if we had to go abroad for aballad- 
• ng - er in this art, when this great poet, whose immortality is as- 
sured, is living and working at our doors. We need all the ex- 
hibitions of good art which we can secure in this country, in order 
to arouse public attention and interest, as well as to serve an 
| instructive purpose. I would like to see collections of the works 
0 f any number of painters of strength and originality scattered 
about the land. The penny-a-lining critics will tell you that Dore 
could not paint, but I say that whether he could paint in the tech- 
nical sense or not, his marvelous creative genius teaches more 
lessons to the people in a day than all the charlatan scribblers who 
deride it could in a lifetime. They told you Verestchagin coidd 
not paint, but I say that there is more muscle, bone, heart’s blood 
and national character in his fierce and brutal art than in all the 
fin de sikle school of France put together. Those who own his 
pictures need have no fear. His time is coming, as it came to 
Millet and his confreres, and as it has come to the veteran over 
among the Orange mountains, who, after a long lifetime of vicissi- 
tude and struggle, enjoys the glory of a golden sunset at the head 
' 0 f his art in the world. He towers above his contemporaries like 
a giant. The only living painter of landscape who approaches him 
in stature is Harpignies, who, if he had more feeling and variety, 
would be a French Inness. 

* * * 

Nothing could be farther from my thoughts, in making these 
comparisons, than a desire to belittle Gazin or anybody else. I try 
to honor all men in their degree, and in giving George Inness the 
place I esteem him worthy to hold, I do not diminish my admira- 
tion for those who pursue the art which he renders glorious, 
according to their limitations. 

* * * 

To come down from the artist to the man, for in the man you 
find the solution of the great mystery which constitutes the artist 
as a being apart from his kind, I have known Mr. Inness person- 
ally for many years, I have seen him in his disorderly studio 
assailing a canvas as if it were a living thing that he must conquer. 
I have seen him under green trees and in open meadowlands, 
heedless of weather, while the mood for work was on him. I have 
heard him discourse in the disjointed way of a man with ideas so 
fruitful that they trip each other up in the utterance. And, know- 
ing him as I do, I do not wonder that at the age of sixty-seven he 
paints with the vigor of a young Colossus, for such men never 
grow old. They have in them the spirit of Ulysses; for them all 
experience is “ an arch wherethrough gleams that untraveled 
, world, whose margin fades, forever and forever ” as they move. 
A distinctive feature of Mr. Inness’ art is its progressiveness. 
'He has never ceased to advance. His most complete and power- 
ful works a^ his latest, Where younger men are content with 


! 


one theme with which they feel a sympathy and harp on it forever, 
he ranges all nature and finds his inspirations in her most diver- 
gent manifestations. Feeling and sentiment, which form the in- 
vesting charm of a Cazin, do not content him. He has all the 
feeling and sentiment, but underlying it must be an idea. For 
him nature is rich in a sort of religious spirit. She appeals not 
only to his eye and. heart, but to his soul. In his great and philo- 
sophic mind he worships her vast organic forces, and in his pic- 
tures his brush reflects the tenor of his thought. He loves her in 
every season, in every weather, in every visible form; when the 
storm wind drives a scud across the sea; when the hoarfrost 
blasts the scanty autumn foliage ; when the fields are green with 
midsummer, or patched with winter snow ; in pastural meadows, 
fruitful farms, lonely waste lands abandoned to desolation, moun- 
tains whose peaks pierce the clouds, and torrents whose fury rends 
chasms in rocks, he remains the same. Where Corot at fifty was 
content to rest his art among the willows and birches of Ville 
d’Avray ; where Rousseau in his prime took to the Forest of Fon- 
tainebleau for his final inspirations ; the whole western continent 
is not too wide for him. He even goes back to his old wanderings 
abroad, and the other day you might have seen at Mr. Clarke s 
art house a canvas, now the property of one of our collectors, 
showing the coast at Etretat on a stormy day, which Dupre or 
Courbet at their best have scarcely equaled. 

* * * 

This is a really wonderful picture. At the left are rocks on 
which the sea breaks, and the spur of one of those tunneled cliffs 
which are a characteristic feature of this portion of the French 
coast. All the rest is a turbulence of angry waters under a sky of 
whirling clouds. A fishing boat is tossing on the billows near the 
dangerous shore. In color, movement and expression, this is a 
finer work than the finest marine of Dupre s that I ever saw. 
The only approach to it that I can recall was a picture of some 
fishing boats by moonlight, painted by Troyon, which I saw in the 
Wilson collection before it was broken up. Another of his French 
reminiscences is a windy fall day in a wide farm country, with 
laborers in the fields and a wagon being loaded with the harvest. 
But he is most serene and thoughtful, and has more to tell you in 
his American landscapes ; his old homesteads, embowered in the 
slumberous splendor of midsummer ; his autumn mornings, with 
the red sun rising upon the brown stubble, and the denuded 
thickets where the last robin lingers still; his summer showers 
spreading over valleys smiling with their wealth of fertility ; and 
his spring scenes in which nature, reviving from her hibernation, 
puts forth the color of new life and shakes off her winter coverlet 
of snow. We have an abundance of landscape painters in this 
country — too many in proportion to our artists in the figure— but 
of great ones you may count the number on your fingers with a 
whole hand in reserve for the Montclair master, the gieatest of 
them all. 
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